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William R. Tracy, Treasuret
National Cotton Councll Comimittes:
fior The Advancement of CE!ﬁDIl
1918 N, Partkway, PQ Box 12092
Memphis, TN 33182 JO 14 AN

Tdentfication Number; COQ23023
Reference:  April Quarterly[Report (1] M00-3/31700)

Dear Mr. Tracy:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's pretimioary teview of the repori(s)
referenced above., The fE:".fiE"il.? raised questions conceming ¢ertain information contamed
in the repori{s). An itemization follows:

-Schedule A of your repoct {pertinent portions attached) discloses an
apparent contribution(s} from a corporation{s}. 2 U.8.C, §441bia) prohibits
the receipt of contributions from corporations unless made from a separate
sepregated fund established by the corporation.

If the contribution({s) in question was incompletely or incorrectly disclosed,
you should emend your original report with clarifying imformation. If you
have teceived a comporate contribution(s), you smust transfer-out the
impermmissible funds & an account not used to influence federa] elections or
refund the full amnlunt to the donorn(s) m eccordance with 11 CEFR
§103.3(b). Tn the best interest of your committee, all transfers-out and
refunds should be meid: within thirty days of the treasurer’s receipt of the
impermiseible funds! In order to protect the donor's interests, the
Commission recommpnds that vou inform the contributor(s) m writing to
provide the dunm{s}l_wjm the option of receiving a refund or granting
written authorization for a transfer to another account.

Pleasg nform the Conunission of your cotrective action immediately in




NATIONAL COTTON COUNCIL COMMITTEE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
COTTON
Page 2

writing and provide 8 photocopy of your check for the| transfer-out ox
refund, In addition, any transfers-out or refunds should pe disclosed on
Schedule B suppurtinig Line 22 or 28 of the report covgring the period
during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal acton conceming the
acceptance of a prohibited contribution, prempt action by yogur committee to
transfer-out or refund the smourt will be taken into considefation.

-Schedule B supporting Line 23 of your report discloses a centribution(s) to
a candidate{s} for thd 2000 primary ¢)ection; however, [the funds were
disbursed afier the election date(s) (pertinent portion(s) aftached). Please
note that contributions may not be designated for an eleption which has
alteady occurred unleks the funds are to be used to reduce a candidate
comminee's debis incurred during that election campaign. Flease clarify the
contribution(s) and ::lis!clﬂs-: any redesignations or refunds|as necessary on
the appropriate schedules.

-Line 11(a)(i} of the Detailed Summary Fage of your repord disclozes 2 {otal
of $20,814.0% in itemized contnibutions from individuale. | The sum of the
entries itemized on [Schedule A, however, indicates fhe total to he
$15,614.08. Please amend your report to clarify the discregancy.

-Commuission Regulations require that a committeg disclose the
identification of all ilndjviduals who contribute in excess of $200 in a
calendar vear. (11 CFR §104.3(a)(4)1)) Identification for an individual is
defined as the full [name, mailing address, occupation and name of
employer. {11 CFR §100.12) Your report dizcloses comtributions from
individuals for which the identification is not comiplete.

You st provide the missing information, or if yoo are ungble to do so,
you must demnnstraﬁ: that “best efforts” have been uspd to obtain the
‘nformaation. To establish “best efforts,” you must providg the Comimission
with a detailed df:!.inri]]tic}n of your procedurcs for requesting the
information. Establishing “best efforts” is a three-fold process.

First, vour eriginal anllicitaﬁun must inciude 2 elear and conspicuous request
for the contnbutor iinf{:n'natinn and must mform the opntributor of the
requircments of federal Law for the reporting of such infoymation. (11 CFR




NATIONAL COTTON COUNCIL COMMITTEE FOR THE ADYANCEMENT OF
COTTON '
Page 3

8104.7(b¥ 13}

Second, if the infornation is ot provided, you must make one follow-up,
stand alone effort to |obtain this information, regardless|of whether the
contribution(s) was solicited or not, This effert must occuy no later than 30
davs after receipt of the contribution and may be in the form of a written
request or an oral request documented in wrting. (11 CFR & 104.7(bx2))
The requesl must:

e clearly ask for the nssing information, without soliciting a contribution;
inform the centributor of the requirements of federal law for the
reporting of such iﬁfunnatinn, and

s if the request is written, include a pre-addressed pogt card or return
envelope,

Third, if you receive [contributor information after the contribution(s) has
beett repatted, you shall either a) file with your next regularly scheduled
report, an amended mermo Schedule A listing all the contrifutions for which
sdditional information was received, or b} file on or before your next
regularly scheduled tn::p-uning date, amendments to the report(s) criginally
disclosing the contribution(s). {11 CFR §104.7(b}4))

Please provide the missing information or a detaled degeription of your
procedures for requesting the information. For more| information on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer to the Campaign Guide.

A writien Tesponse or|an amendment te your original repori(s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Fedetal Flection Commisgion within fifteen (15} days
of the date of this letter. If you need assistance, please fee] free to contact me on our
tali-free mumbet, (8047 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports
Analysis Division). My local mumber is (202} 684-1130.

Sincerely,

/ZZF%OW -

Liicy J. Denny
Reports Analyst
275 Reports Analysig Division
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